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Real-lifel It.'llian S)llenrlolU'

Villa Graziali was Ihe ideai
recepllon venue for the hol summer

chmale, as we could dine outside and
guesls Could walk around Ihe grounds.

Il was buill in Ihe 16th cenlury and
fealures beautJlul orlBrnalfrescoes.

As oor guests arrived al the villa, torches

were hl along the dnveway. A luscan J3Zl
band was waiting lo greel the guesls whlle

apentrls were served. We themed the

reception 00 famous ltalian artJsts. namlng
each table after Cl ditferenl painter.

~ ~, The colour scheme was

in keeptng Wlth my dress: ivory, silver

and whlte. My Iriend Colette designed

hand-pamtecl fans for each guest, whlch

were handed Qut in the church to keep

everyone cool. Colel1e also introduced a
pale lavender colour ioto the placecards.
which had Ihe same design as our pretty
favours - glass candle holders wlth

lavender·scented candles.

The wedding breakfast was served under

a marquee in the garden 01 the villa, and

I" '~_

guests tucked in to a typicalltalian eight­

course weddmg meal of Parma ham and

Pecorino cheese, loUowed by mushroom

risotto, lasagne, sea bass and shredded

vegetables; fruii sorbel, chicken Wtth

duchess potatoes and a porcini mushroom

sauce, folJowed by assorted ltallan Ice­

cream, coffee and wedding cai{e. The

two-tiered cake was typically ltalian, made

lrom lighl puff paslry covered m temg and

Iilled Wllh cream, chocola(e mousse and

chocolate pieces. Atter dmner, we danced

the mghl away lo a live band.

The followmg

day we caught the traln lo Naples lo start

our honeymOOl'l In capri. We stayed al

Ihe labuJous JK Capri holel and then

linished the honeymoon wlth a wonderfully

romantic weekend In Florence.

ICi ~ Belore lhe

wedding, Neil surprised me wilh a black

chiffon crystal beaded Temperley dress,

which made me leel so lucky lo have il

husband with such great taste!
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